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Attendees:
Members: Dan Brown, Dean Babcock, Linda Grove-Paul.
Call-In: Bruce Rector, John George, Ken Norman.

Staff /Others: Evan Reinhardt.
Tobacco Symposium Discussion.  Mr. Reinhardt gave a brief overview of discussion from the previous meeting which representatives from Midtown were unable to attend.  Mr. Babcock then outlined the nature of the changes that have taken place at Midtown related to tobacco cessation efforts over the past year.  Mr. Babcock mentioned that the efforts of Re-Think tobacco and subsequent information were the impetus for the move on the part of Midtown.  Mr. Babcock explained that a steering committee was created with Midtown to guide these efforts and gather information as the process moved along.  Mr. Babcock described that though certain changes had been made, the process of implementing tobacco cessation into treatment was still very much ongoing and would continue to be so for the foreseeable future.  Mr. Babcock mentioned ongoing staff surveys as a means of continuing to monitor staff attitudes towards a variety of concepts related to tobacco cessation efforts.  Of the more surprising notes from Mr. Babcock was the fact there did seem to be some difficulty in getting the nicotine gum to work properly for patients with severe mental illness.  Mr. Babcock also mentioned that Midtown is in the process of creating a document that will address all of these efforts made over the course of the last year.  This document is still in progress and will be forthcoming soon.
Re-Think Tobacco Partnership/Training Opportunities.  Mr. Reinhardt informed the committee that the Indiana Government Center has been reserved for March 23rd to accommodate the tobacco symposium opportunity.  Mr. Reinhardt also indicated that conversations were taking place with DMHA, OMPP, Midtown and Re-Think Tobacco in order to make sure that all parties were on the same page.  Additionally, stakeholders had been made aware of the training opportunity.  Mr. Reinhardt suggested that a month prior to March 23, the push would begin to reach as many individuals as possible.  The committee suggested that Mr. Reinhardt contact NAMI in order to get their support and awareness with the symposium effort.  The committee also agreed that it would continue to be important for all medical and administrative staff from the centers be included.  Mr. Reinhardt informed the committee that he would continue to keep them apprised of updates as they were made available.

Addictions/Substance Abuse under transformation discussion.  Ms. Grove-Paul suggested that the transformation changes have affected addictions programs more heavily as those programs were the ones that tended to be subsidized.  She further indicated that the question going forward is how to do more with less?  Ms. Grove-Paul stated that it was a reality that the addicted and substance abuse population was continually growing and CMHCs needed to ensure that they had the ability to address this as the population grows.  Mr. Babcock indicated that there was a need to recognize and treat addictions at a higher level especially under the medical home model.  Mr. Babcock noted that patients who were once “charity care” individuals would now have a payer source.  Mr. Babcock continued that the integration of addictions into overall mental health care was still an ongoing process.  The committee agreed that a strategy for addictions in health care reform would be something necessary to stay ahead of the curve with respect to changes in the field.
Addictions Committee Presentation to ICCMHC Board of Directors in 2011.  Mr. Reinhardt mentioned to the committee that the ICCMHC Board of Directors had requested each active committee present to them during 2011 at some point.  Ms. Grove-Paul suggested that the addictions population within the criminal justice arena.  Ms. Grove-Paul highlighted the fact that this population continues to grow and is one that CMHCs have a real opportunity to address with their unique expertise.  Evidence-based practices as well as the performance of the IRAS also needed to be addressed.  Mr. Rector also suggested that the legislation on sentence procedures and community corrections/public influx were also relevant topics.
Other Business.  There was extended discussion among committee members related to the current status and classification of Licensed Clinical Addictions Counselors and Licensed Addictions Counselors.  According to some members counties are writing policies that say only LCAC or LACs can see individuals despite Medicaid refusing to recognize the licenses.  Mr. Babcock also suggested that the addictions field and relationship to the primary care field is something that should be explored in the future as the world of health care reform continues to play out.  Mr. Babcock mentioned a committee was looking to put on a symposium to address this in Ohio and it would be something for the committee to consider.  Mr. Babcock also suggested that the committee continue to keep an eye on the use and abuse of opiates.
As there was no other business, the meeting was adjourned.
